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The rash, impulsive, and arbitrary measures of Stanton
are exceedingly repugnant to my notions, and I am pained
to witness the acquiescence they receive. He carries
others with him, sometimes against their convictions as
expressed to me.

The President and Cabinet called on Mr. Seward at his
house after the close of the council. He came down to meet
us in his parlor. I was glad to see him so well and animated,
yet a few weeks have done the work of years, apparently,
with his system. Perhaps, when his wounds have healed,
and the fractured jaw is restored, he may recover in some
degree his former looks, but I apprehend not. His head
was covered with a close-fitting cap, and the appliances to
his jaw entered his mouth and prevented him from articu-
lating clearly. Still he was disposed to talk, and we to lis-
ten. Once or twice, allusions to the night of the great
calamity affected him more deeply than I have ever seen
him.

May 10, Wednesday. Senator Sumner called on me. We
had a long conversation on matters pertaining to the affairs
of Fort Sumter. He has been selected to deliver an oration
on Mr. Lincoln's death to the citizens of Boston, and de-
sired to post himself in some respects. I told him the influ-
ence of the Blairs, and especially of the elder, had done
much to strengthen Mr. Lincoln in that matter, while
Seward and General Scott had opposed^

Sumner assures me Chase has gone into Rebeldom to
promote negro suffrage. I have no doubt that Chase has
that and other schemes for Presidential preferment in
hand in this voyage. S. says that President Johnson is
aware of his (Chase's) object in behalf of the negroes, and
favors the idea of their voting. On this point I am skep-
tical. He would not oppose any such movement, were
any State to make it. I so expressed myself to Sumner,
and he assented but intended to say the negroes were the
people.